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RECOMMENDATION                
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1.0 Summary 

Issue Conclusion 

Impact on the significance of the listed 
building. 

The proposed extension works would 
preserve the architectural and historical 
qualities of the asset. 

 

 

2.0 Proposal 
 
2.1 The application seek listed building consent for proposed extensions and 

alterations to this Grade ll* listed building which is currently operating as a 
museum in order to enhace it accesibility and toilet facilities  

 
2.2 The applicant is the Council hence the referral to this Panel. 
 
 
3.0 Site 
 
3.1 The building is Grade II* listed dwellinghouse set within its own grounds on the 

corner of Park End Road and Ramsey Brow, Workington. It is presently used as 
a museum, plus functions. A converted stable block outbuilding is also used for 
functions. A gravelled vehicular access to the rear of the house traverses along 
the southern side of the outbuilding.  

 



4.0 Relevant Planning History 
 
4.1 An accompanying planning application for the proposed works, FUL/2019/0129, 

has also been prepared for determination by Panel. 
 
5.0 Representations 
 
 Workington Town Council  
 
5.1 No objections as long as the Conservation officer is satisfied that the visual and 

historic amenity of the site is preserved. 
  

Historic England 
 
5.2 Revised comments awaited. If Historic England object, this application will need 

to be notified to the Secretary of State prior to determination. 
 

County Archaeologist 
 
5.3 No objections 
 

Georgian Group 
 
5.4 Initial response referred to the history of the house and its architectural details. 

The access improvements and visitor facilities needed greater explanation and 
revision. They questioned the siting of the extensions in the context of the 
original fabric of the building and any subsequent impact on its setting. 
No objections to the principle of either extension and agree to the lightweight 
design approach for the porch. However they sought greater details on the porch 
and details of the three light mullion window which is to be lost in creating the 
new doorway entrance. Also questioned the impact of the toilet extension on the 
setting of the listed building’s rear curtilage and, despite its modest scale, it 
relates poorly to the listed structures and sought clarification as to how much will 
be screened by a new wall. Suggested the use of screening to minimise impact. 
 

5.5 In a later response to additional supporting information, they consider the further 
evidence addresses their former concerns and they welcome the revisions to the 
toilet block, but recommend a planting scheme to screen the new block. 

 
6.0 Duties 
 
6.1 Section 16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

requires that the Local Planning Authority shall have special regard to the 
desirability of preserving the listed building or its setting or any features of special 
architectural or historic interest which it possesses.   

 
6.2 Policy S27 of the Allerdale Local Plan Part 1 and the provisions of the National 

Planning Policy Framework 2019 are used to inform the assessment of the 
proposal against this duty. 

 



  
7.0 Assessment  
 
7.1 The asset is identified by the listing as:- 
 

“House and stables, now Museum. Late C18 for the Curwen estate. Cement 
rendered walls, with dentilled cornice under blocking course, and V-jointed 
quoins, on chamfered plinth. Graduated greenslate roof with coped gables; large 
cement rendered end chimney stacks. 2 storeys, 5 bays, with lower 2-storey, 2-
bay right wing and adjoining former stables at right-angles, forming overall L-
shape. Panelled double doors with interlace overlight, within panelled reveals, in 
fluted-pilaster doorcase with dentilled pediment. Sash windows with glazing bars, 
those on ground-floor left C20 and enlarged below sills, all in eared architraves. 
Return walls have Venetian attic windows,that to right rebuilt. Wing has C20 
porch and sash windows in painted stone surrounds. Stables have C20 garage 
doors and gable roundel. Return wall has blocked windows. Interior has many 
C18 and C19 features. Rear ground-floor room has heavily-moulded Gothic 
plaster ceiling. Staircase has 3 turned balusters to each tread with moulded 
handrail and panelled dado. Built for the steward of the Curwen estate and came 
to the Thompson family as stewards in the early C19. Purchased by Helena 
Thompson in 1934 and bequeathed at her death to Workington as a Museum, 
which opened in 1949.”1 
 

7.2 It is evident that the significance of the asset is derived from both its architecture 
as a well preserved neo-Classical Georgian home but also from its history. This 
historical significance is not only derived from the associations with the Curwen 
estate but also, perhaps more importantly, from Helena Thompson herself.  

 
7.3 The museum’s website provides a background to the significant contribution of 

Helena Thompson to Workington and beyond:- 
 

“Helena began working to alleviate the distress of the poor and by 1885 she was 
on the local committee and had begun to help to distribute soup to those who 
were in need. A report in the local newspaper of February 1885 recorded that 
‘about 70 gallons of soup were distributed to the poor on Saturday and a similar 
quantity was given away on Tuesday, as well as a large quantity of bread.’ 

On 1st January 1920 Helena was awarded the M.B.E. Helena was a person with 
a wide range of interests – she was a member of the Archaeological Society, 
Vice President, later President, of the District Nursing Association and Vice 
President of the Seaton Silver Band. Helena was the first lady magistrate in 
Workington appointed to the Bench in 1925. She remained on the bench for 
thirteen years until she retired to make room for younger people. 

In 1930 she made a donation of £5,000 towards the cost of building and 
equipping a new Maternity Wing at the Workington Infirmary. The new wing was 

                                                 
1 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1311987 accessed 6/11/2019  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1311987


opened the following year by Helena and was one of the finest maternity wards in 
the North of England. 

In 1938 Helena made another generous gift which provided a shelter in Vulcans 
Park for the exclusive use of the old men of the town. 

In later life Helena became very interested in the history of costume and began to 
collect many examples of women’s and children’s dresses in the late eighteenth 
to early twentieth century styles. Many examples of these can be seen in the 
Costume Gallery of the museum.” 

7.4 The proposal is important to ensure that the museum can continue to be a 
sustainable resource for learning about Helena Thompson and other aspects of 
the town’s history whilst also providing a place for the community to meet and 
flourish. The design contributes to ensuring these objectives are achieved, 
preserving the historical significance of the asset.  

 
7.5 In terms of architecture, the proposed ground floor, flat roofed extension sited at 

the rear of the museum’s “Gallery” on its south western boundary is to provide 
additional toilets and storage facilities. The proposal’s single storey rectangular 
block extends the existing flat roofed building sited between the main house and 
the gallery. This is a later modern section of the building constructed in 1982. 
A mature tree was sited on the footprint of the proposed extension but was 
removed during the course of the application due to its dangerous condition. This 
negates the need to consider the applicant’s submitted bat survey. 

 
7.6 In addition the scheme seeks to substitute and remove the site’s existing ramped 

access and replace it with a new replacement ramp to a new timber glazed porch 
on the front elevation. 

 
7.7 It is acknowledged that the siting of the extensions has been largely influenced 

by the internal layout of the building’s ground floor, in securing connectivity of 
new toilet facilities to the existing museum/functional area and providing a new 
reception entrance to the building. In turn this avoids encroaching onto the 
original historic fabric of the main house and its multitude of architectural details 
which contribute to its character and historic value. Any effect on the setting of its 
rear landscaped garden curtilage can be further softened through additional 
landscaping. Although the site is visible from a side footpath it has the backdrop 
of the existing flat roof i.e. neutral visual impact. 

 
7.8 The front porch extension is more prominent to public view. However it removes 

the existing curved modern ramped access to the front elevation entrance on the 
main house (enhancing this section of the property) and provides a simple, small, 
lightweight glazed framed entrance building to the intersecting building. The 
lightweight design of the structure, its materials and minor scale do not challenge 
the dominance of the main façade of the listed house. The provision of such 
facilities is an integral part of the museum’s long term business plan for the use 
of the gallery and the educational facilities of the museum to cater for larger 
groups (including functions).  

 



8.0 Conclusions 
 
8.1 In summary it is considered that the harm to the building is less than substantial 

and outweighed by the public benefits of the proposal. 
 



Annex 1 

CONDITIONS 
 
1. The works hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of three years 
from the date of this consent. 
 
Reason: In order to comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 
2. The works hereby consented shall be carried out solely in accordance with the 
following plans: 
 
5306 02B Proposed Block Plan 
5306 03 A Existing and Proposed Elevations 
Amended Dwg 5306-11 Proposed Front Extension 
 
Reason: In order to ensure that the works are carried out in complete accordance with 
the approved plans to ensure the harm is less than substantial and outweighed by the 
public benefits.  
 
 
 

 





 


